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§169.329

§169.329 Storm rails.

Suitable storm rails or hand grabs
must be installed where necessary in
all passageways, at deckhouse sides,
and at ladders and hatches where per-
sons might have normal access.

§169.331 Guards in hazardous loca-
tions.
Each exposed hazard, such as gears or
machinery, must be properly protected
with covers, guards, or rails.

Subpart 169.400—Watertight
Integrity, Subdivision, and Stability

§169.401 Applicability.

Each vessel must meet the applicable
requirements in Subchapter S, parts
170-174, of this chapter.

Subpart 169.500—Lifesaving and
Firefighting Equipment

LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT—GENERAL

§169.505 Equipment installed but not
required.

Each item of lifesaving equipment in-
stalled on board a vessel must be of an
approved type.

§169.507

The master or operator shall ensure
that the lifeboats, liferafts, davits,
falls, personal flotation devices, and
other lifesaving appliances are at all
times ready for use, and that all equip-
ment required by the regulations in
this subchapter is provided, main-
tained, serviced, and replaced as indi-
cated.

Responsibility of master.

§169.509 Approval for repairs and al-
terations.

No extensive repairs or alterations,
except in an emergency, may be made
to any item of lifesaving equipment
without advance notice to the Officer
in Charge, Marine Inspection. Repairs
and alterations must be made to the
original standard of construction and
tested in the manner specified in this
subpart and applicable requirements in
Subchapter Q of this chapter. Emer-
gency repairs or alterations must be
reported as soon as practicable to the
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nearest Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection.

PRIMARY LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT

§169.513 Types of primary equipment.

(a) Lifeboats. Each lifeboat must be of
a type approved under subpart 160.035
of this chapter. Installation and ar-
rangement of each lifeboat including
davits and winches must meet the re-
quirements of part 94 of this chapter.

(b) Inflatable liferafts. (1) Each inflat-
able liferaft must be a SOLAS A inflat-
able liferaft approved under part 160,
subpart 160.151, of this chapter, except
that inflatable liferafts on vessels oper-
ating on protected or partially pro-
tected waters may be SOLAS B inflat-
able liferafts approved under part 160,
subpart 160.151, of this chapter.

(2) Each approved inflatable liferaft
on the vessel on September 30, 2002,
may be used to meet the requirements
of this part as long as it is continued in
use on the vessel, and is in good and
serviceable condition.

(c) Life floats. Each lifefloat must be
of a type approved under subpart
160.027 of this subchapter.

[CGD 83-005, 51 FR 896, Jan. 9, 1986, as amend-
ed by USCG-2001-11118, 67 FR 58541, Sept. 17,
2002]

§169.515 Number required.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, each vessel must
have sufficient lifeboats or inflatable
liferafts to accommodate all persons on
board .

(b) Each vessel certificated for ex-
posed waters must have additional in-
flatable liferafts to accommodate 25%
of the persons on board or the number
of persons accommodated in the largest
lifeboat or liferaft, whichever is great-
er.

(c) Vessels certificated for protected
waters only may carry lifefloats of a
combined capacity to accommodate all
persons on board in lieu of the lifeboats
and inflatable liferafts required in
paragraph (a) of this section.

§169.517

All vessels certificated for exposed or
partially protected waters service must
have a suitable motor rescue boat, ex-
cept when a motor lifeboat is provided

Rescue boat.



Coast Guard, DHS

or when, in the opinion of the Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection, the vessel
is of such design and operating charac-
teristics that the vessel itself provides
a satisfactory man overboard rescue
platform.

§169.519 Availability.

(a) Each lifeboat, inflatable liferaft,
and lifefloat must be kept in good
working order and be readily available.

(b) The decks on which lifeboats, life-
rafts, and lifefloats are carried must be
kept clear of obstructions which could
interfere with the immediate boarding
and launching of the lifesaving appli-
ances.

§169.521 Stowage.

(a) General. Each lifeboat, inflatable
liferaft, and lifefloat must be stowed so
that—

(1) It is capable of being launched
within 10 minutes or, in the case of ves-
sels having one compartment subdivi-
sion, 30 minutes;

(2) It does not impede the launching
or handling of other lifesaving appli-
ances;

(3) It does not impede the marshaling
of persons at the embarkation stations,
or their embarkation; and

(4) It is capable of being put in the
water safely and rapidly even under un-
favorable conditions of list and trim.

(b) Lifeboat stowage. Each lifeboat
must be stowed to meet the following
requirements:

(1) Each lifeboat must be attached to
a separate set of davits.

(2) Lifeboats must not be stowed in
the bow of the vessel nor so far aft as
to be endangered by the propellers or
overhang of the stern.

(3) Lifeboats must be stowed so that
it is not necessary to lift them in order
to swing out the davits.

(4) Means must be provided for bring-
ing the lifeboats against the ship’s side
and holding them there so that persons
may safely embark, unless the life-
boats are arranged for boarding at the
stowage position.

() Lifeboats must be fitted with
skates or other suitable means to fa-
cilitate launching against an adverse
list of up to 15 degrees. However,
skates may be dispensed with if, in the
opinion of the Commandant, the ar-
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rangements ensure that the lifeboats
can be satisfactorily launched without
them.

(6) Means must be provided outside
the machinery space to prevent the dis-
charge of water into the lifeboats while
they are being lowered.

(c) Inflatable liferaft stowage. Inflat-
able liferafts must be stowed so that
they will float free in the event of the
vessel sinking. Stowage and launching
arrangements must be to the satisfac-
tion of the Officer in Charge, Marine
Inspection.

(d) Life float stowage. Each life float
must be stowed to meet the require-
ments of this paragraph.

(1) Each life float must be secured to
the vessel by a painter and a float-free
link that is—

(i) Certified to meet subpart 160.073 of
this chapter;

(ii) Of proper strength for the size of
the life float as indicated on its identi-
fication tag; and

(iii) Secured to the painter at one end
and secured to the vessel on the other
end.

(2) The means by which the float-free
link is attached to the vessel must—

(i) Have a breaking strength of at
least the breaking strength of the
painter.

(ii) If synthetic, be of a dark color or
of a material certified to be resistant
to deterioration from ultraviolet light;
and

(iii) If metal, be corrosion resistant.

(3) If the life float does not have a
painter attachment fitting, a means for
attaching the painter must be provided
by a wire or line that—

(i) Encircles the body of the device;

(ii) Will not slip off;

(iii) Has a breaking strength that is
at least the breaking strength of the
painter; and

(iv) If synthetic, is of a dark color or
is of a material certified to be resistant
to deterioration from ultraviolet light.

(4) The float-free link described in
paragraphs (d)(1) and (d)(2) of this sec-
tion is not required if the vessel oper-
ates solely in waters that have a depth
less than the length of the painter.

(5) If the vessel carries more than one
life float, the life floats may be
grouped and each group secured by a
single painter, provided that—
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